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______________________________________________________________
1.
Introduction
1.1

At the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee on 7 August
2019, members requested an update on the reducing the strength
campaign in Ipswich.

1.2

This report gives statistical information relating to premises in respect
of this campaign.

2.

Background

2.1

In 2012, Ipswich Borough Council in conjunction with the Police,
Suffolk County Council and the National Health Service launched the
reducing the strength campaign in Ipswich. The East of England CoOperative Society joined the campaign shortly after the launch and
voluntarily removed all cans and bottles of beer, lager and cider with an
ABV of 6.5% or more.

2.2

A significant amount of work took place with the licensed trade in
Ipswich and a number of premises voluntarily agreed to remove super
strength beer, lager and cider from sale. However, a number of
premises would not do this. In addition, some premises have since
changed hands and the new premises licence holders would not have
been bound by this voluntary agreement.

2.3

Of the original 153 premises licences in place in 2016, 15 have been
closed and the licences surrendered, 46 have a condition on the
licence which prevents the sale of super strength beers, lagers and
ciders, 40 premises removed these voluntarily and one was issued with
a Community Protection Notice.

2.4

Since 2016, 8 premises licences have been issued for convenience
stores selling alcohol and of these, 7 have been issued with the
condition preventing the sale of super strength alcohol. The store that
does not have this condition is one where alcohol sales make up a very
small percentage of the overall sales.

2.5

The Licensing Act 2003 requires the licensing authority to consider
each and every application on its own merits and for any conditions to
be proportional and reasonable to that application. If a premises
applies for a variation of licence, again the conditions must be
proportional to the variation applied for. It is not therefore possible to
imposed a blanket policy for each and every application.

2.6

Following the campaign in Ipswich, the Local Government Association
produced guidance for councils considering setting up a scheme and a
copy of this guidance is attached as Appendix A to this report.
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3.

Relevant Policies

3.1

Building a Better Ipswich 2017 – the delivery of a licensing service and
associated enforcement functions contribute to the Council’s vision by
making the town a safe environment for people to enjoy their leisure
time.

4.

Consultations

4.1

No consultations have taken place.

5.

Risk Management

5.1

Not applicable

6.

Environmental Impact Assessment

6.1

Not applicable.

7.

Equalities and Diversity Implications

7.1

Not applicable.

8.

Financial Considerations

8.1

There are no financial implications arising from this report.

9.

Legal Considerations

9.1

Licensing authorities are required to consider each and every
application for a premises licence on its own merits and to ensure that
conditions on the licence are proportionate and reasonable to the
application.

10.

Recommendations

10.1

That the report be noted.
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