CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE
MINUTES
WEDNESDAY 31 JULY 2019
CHRIST CHURCH - LANGSTON HALL,
TACKET STREET, IP4 1AU
7.00 PM
Present:

Alexandra Ward Councillors: A Leeder and J Riley
St Margaret’s Ward Councillors: O Holmes, I Lockington and T Lockington
Westgate Ward Councillors: J Gibbs, C Jones and C Kreidewolf
SCC Councillors: I Lockington, M Gaylard
There were 9 members of the public in attendance.

16.

Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Cook.

17.

Unconfirmed Minutes of Previous Meeting
Resolved:
that the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 June 2019 be signed as a true record.

18.

To Confirm or Vary the Order of Business
Resolved:
that the Order of Business be confirmed as printed on the Agenda.

19.

Declarations of Interest
Councillor Gibbs, whose partner was currently a Trustee for Ipswich Community
Media and Learning, declared an interest in Agenda Item 9 (report CAC/19/06) and
left the room during the consideration of this item.
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20.

To Confirm the Venues of Future Meetings
Resolved:
that the meetings and venues be confirmed as follows:





21.

Wednesday 11 September 2019, 7pm – St Margaret’s Primary School,
Bolton Lane, IP4 2BT
Wednesday 20 November 2019, 7pm – Westgate ward
Wednesday 15 January 2020, 7pm – Alexandra ward
Wednesday 11 March 2020, 7pm – St Margaret’s ward

Responses to Public Questions Received and Open Discussion on Local Issues
21.1. The Chair introduced Inspector Richard Burton of the Ipswich Central Safer
Neighbourhood Team (SNT), who provided the following policing updates:
21.2. Operation Parkland started on 15 July 2019 following public engagement
events in June to gather community intelligence, and the SNTs were tasked
with patrolling a number of potential hot spot areas, including the former Jubilee
Park, Norwich Road, Arras Square, Buttermarket and Christchurch Park;
Surrey Road had also been added to this Operation following recent concerns
about a large group of young people gathering outside the shop.
21.3. Cycle thefts in the town centre: As a result of clear CCTV images, a suspect
had been arrested and charged with a number of offences, including the theft of
7 pedal cycles; crime prevention was key and the public were encouraged to
use sturdy locks on cycles when leaving them unattended.
21.4. A search warrant was recently executed at premises in Cemetery Road as a
result of intelligence passed on by the ward Councillor, and 6 people were
arrested for intent to supply class A drugs.
21.5. PC Dominic Woodmansee, Police Community Engagement Officer, had been
tasked with public engagement in the town centre on the Cornhill between
11am and 1pm and with publicity of police activities on social media.
21.6. Councillor I Lockington commented that it was reassuring for residents to see
Police action being taken after reporting information in relation to blatant drug
dealing on Cemetery Road, which had been unsettling for local residents.
21.7. Councillor Kreidewolf reported that in addition to young people gathering
outside the shop on Surrey Road, there had also been ASB issues at
Cumberland Towers.
21.8. Local resident: Following a recent incident in North East Ipswich, could the
Police advise how long CCTV footage from organisations or individuals should
be retained for Police investigations.
The Police did not have a defined retention period for CCTV footage; whilst
many organisations kept footage for 30 days, the Police could not insist on an
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organisation keeping footage for a particular length of time.
21.9. Councillor Kreidewolf commented that for some premise licences, conditions
were attached to the licence requesting the installation of CCTV and stipulating
the retention period for the CCTV footage.
Action: Clarification over CCTV retention to be followed up with the
Police Licensing Team and the Council’s Licensing Team.
21.10. Director of ICM: I have seen young people gathering on Surrey Road, some of
whom I recognised, and it looked to be friendly; if requested to disperse, where
do they go to?
Any action taken would depend on what information was presented to the
Police Officer, for example, if a large group was intimidating to residents or an
incident had been reported; there would need to be evidence of ASB in order to
disperse people.
21.11. Director of ICM: Does Operation Parkland signpost young people?
Yes, Operation Parkland would aim to break up ASB and signpost young
people onto more positive activities provided in partnership with other agencies.
22.

Presentation: Ipswich Northern Route Consultation
22.1. Ms Suzanne Buck, Project Manager for the Ipswich Northern Route, gave a
presentation with the following key points:












Project would seek to address journey reliability and support ambitions for
significant future growth
Proposals would seek to relieve traffic on the A14 in general, which was
operating close to its capacity, not just when the Orwell Bridge was closed
In 2016, Public Sector Leaders Group provided £200k for an initial study,
and then a further £550k in 2018 to develop a Strategic Outline Business
Case, which would now include scope for the provision of up to 15,000 new
homes
4 objectives: improve experience of using A14 and provide additional route
resilience; support existing local economy through improved connectivity;
provide additional travel options to optimise road capacity in Ipswich
leading to environmental improvements; support new homes and jobs
growth in Suffolk
31 options were considered, which resulted in 3 route options to the north
of Ipswich
Outer route: likely to attract fewer vehicle trips, but would offer an EastWest route without passing through Ipswich
Middle route: would attract more vehicle trips as an alternative to using
A12/A14; however, increased cost as existing A14 junctions did not have
capacity
Inner route: would provide greatest benefit as an alternative route to driving
through Ipswich, but higher cost due to constraints from existing
infrastructure; cost could be reduced if Park and Ride relocated
Cost of the 3 routes fell within £500million - £560million, based on 2027
prices
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Recent declarations of Climate Emergency by SCC and district councils
were likely to increase the environmental examination of the proposals
10-week public consultation would run up to 13 September 2019, with a
variety of public engagement events, and a consultation questionnaire was
available for the public to provide their views on the principles of the project
Project website, including Q&As, was available at:
www.ipswichnorthernroute.org.uk

22.2. Councillor Leeder: How do the project objectives, e.g. economic development,
environmental improvements, sit within the business case; are some objectives
considered more important than others?
The objectives were currently given equal weight, but this could change going
forward, for example, if growth was to be given a higher priority.
22.3. Councillor Leeder: Would a preferred option be recommended in the Strategic
Outline Business Case (SOBC) or later?
The SOBC would be presented to the Public Sector Leaders Board, together
with the consultation report, for consideration; the SOBC would not be making
a recommendation on whether or not to proceed, but would provide an outline
of the potential benefits and issues relating to the 3 routes.
22.4. Councillor Holmes: Will the new route be a bypass/relief road or a strategic
road? The outer route could be considered as a strategic road as it would
complete the ring with the lower road.
The road would be a strategic road as it would be for all users, including
cyclists and pedestrians; the term ‘bypass’ has gone out of favour these days.
22.5. Councillor Holmes: In the highways modelling data published in January, it
stated that the A12 and A14 would exceed their capacity by 2031. It would be
difficult to build a business case if these roads were not considered significantly
congested by 2031.
The Local Plans across the Ipswich Strategic Planning Area (Ipswich, Suffolk
Coastal, Babergh, Mid Suffolk) were currently considering the period up to
2036. Much of the road network would be under stress by 2026, and with the
proposed growth, there would be difficulties by 2036.
22.6. Councillor Holmes: All the Local Plans state that they could be accommodated
within the current road network.
The Local Plans might be accommodated, but there could be a detrimental
effect on the road network. The SOBC would need to demonstrate impacts
and benefits of the proposals.
22.7. Councillor I Lockington: I have asked for data for Tuddenham Road on behalf
of a resident, as figures were provided for Henley Road and Westerfield Road,
but not Tuddenham Road, and the resident was concerned as they live near
where the inner route would pass, if this was to be the preferred route.
This request has been passed onto the consultants and the information would
be forwarded when received. Connectivity with the wider network has been
based on how traffic currently travels; as Tuddenham Road has a pinch point,
the outcome from traffic modelling could change where the new route would be
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located.
22.8. Local resident: Little weight was given to Climate Emergency in the
presentation. There would need to be more investment in sustainable transport
if carbon neutrality was to be achieved by 2030. Will these proposals achieve
that?
The Climate Emergency declaration by SCC was made in March 2019 after all
of this work had been done, so consideration of Climate Emergency
declarations would have to be done at the next stage of the project. At its July
Cabinet meeting, SCC outlined how it would develop its Climate Emergency
Strategy. The environmental impact of any new road would be a key
consideration regardless; for example, the proposed Sudbury relief road project
was not progressed past the second stage because the environmental impact
on AQMAs outweighed the benefits of the project.
22.9. Local resident: Is there a road issue or could there be other ways to deal with
the future challenges?
31 different options were considered in terms of meeting all the objectives, and
the 3 options that addressed the objectives were all for a new road. Costs
have been based on 2027 estimates and bids for funding would need to be
submitted, plus a local funding element of 15% of the costs, which could be
generated through a roof tax from new developments. It would be easier to
obtain funding for infrastructure than for wider environmental/sustainability
improvements. SCC have been pushing for rail improvements and Ipswich
Buses have also been looking at what could be done to improve sustainable
transport.
22.10. Local resident: This project is in the early stages; when would people next have
a chance to give their views?
The paper would be presented to the Public Sector Leaders Board in October
2019, but people could have a say on the proposals now as part of this
consultation; either online or via a paper copy of the consultation questionnaire.
22.11. Local resident: When would the road get built?
Consideration of the SOBC and proposals for future growth would identify a
preferred option; further development of the business case, applications for
funding and the detailed submission for planning consent would all need to be
done, and providing that all of these steps progressed without issue, the
earliest the road could be delivered would be in 2027.
22.12. Councillor T Lockington: Has consideration been given to providing
infrastructure alongside mitigation? It would be helpful to see how this could be
integrated with other mitigation strategies rather than just providing a new road.
Do SCC still support Park and Ride?
There would be integration of the road with ‘business as usual’, and
opportunities from future infrastructure. SCC does support Park and Ride; the
closure of Bury Road was a complex matter. There needs to be a review of car
park pricing in town centres in order for Park and Ride to work. Chelmsford
has high car parking prices and a successful Park and Ride, whereas
Colchester, who have similar car parking prices to Ipswich, did not see a good
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take up of its Park and Ride service.
22.13. Councillor Kreidewolf: Does this project conflict with the Highways England
plans to make improvements to 5 junctions on the A14?
A funding bid was submitted by SCC and Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to
improve the key junctions of the A14 between Seven Hills and Copdock, plus
Bury St Edmunds and Newmarket. These improvements would provide
additional capacity at these junctions. The Ipswich Northern Route project
would also seek to improve road capacity, but would still require the proposed
A14 junction improvement works to go ahead.
23.

CAC/19/05 Funding Request: Black History Month Celebration Event
23.1. Mr Turnbull, Community Engagement Officer, reported that £169.70 was
requested by the Ipswich African & Caribbean Cultural Development
Association (IACCDA) towards the funding of a black history month celebration
event.
23.2. Mr Cedric McSheen, Chairman of IACCDA, commented that following the 2017
event being held at the Meeting Place in Whitehouse, the event moved to the
town centre in 2018, which improved attendance levels, especially by young
people. This year, the event would be held at the Manor Ballroom on 19
October 2019 and would provide a platform to showcase local talent, with
workshops, e.g. Salsa dancing, Steel Band, plus stalls offering arts and crafts,
food and activities for young people; additionally, there would be an opportunity
to see how to set up your own business.
Resolved:
that the Central Area Committee approve funding of £169.70 from the Central
Area Committee budget to the Ipswich African & Caribbean Cultural
Development Association as a contribution towards the Black History Month
celebration event.
Reason: The Ipswich African & Caribbean Cultural Development Association’s
celebration event, as part of Black History Month, would promote the values of
inclusivity and provide cultural nourishment to the African & Caribbean community
within Ipswich.

24.

CAC/19/06 Funding Request: Norwich Road Carnival
24.1. In the absence of the Chair, Councillor Leeder was elected as Chair for the
duration of this item.
24.2. Mr Turnbull reported that £4,500 was requested by Ipswich Community Media
(ICM) to enable the delivery of the ‘Norwich Road Carnival’.
24.3. Ms Cad Taylor, Director of ICM, commented that Norwich Road was one of the
most culturally diverse roads in Ipswich and the proposed carnival would
enable people to get together and celebrate this street. Building on the success
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of the Jubilee Park roadshow last April, this event would showcase local talent
and art whilst linking in with local schools and churches. ICM have previously
worked with the Council’s events team at Global Rhythms and May Day
festivals. The carnival would be held on Barrack Corner, with surgeries from 2
doctors and a dentist, and toilets and refreshments would be provided at the
Elim Church. The event would be held on 31 August 2019 during the daytime,
with many organisations involved.
24.4. Councillor Holmes commented that it was not clear how this project met the
funding objectives and how outcomes would be measured. Councillor Holmes
also noted that the event was only 4 weeks away and asked whether
commitments had been made. Councillor Holmes highlighted the minimal level
of match funding and asked whether funding would be requested again next
year.
Ms Taylor reported that ICM had run regular pop up events in this location.
This was intended to be a one-off funding request as ICM were speaking to the
Arts Council for potential funding next year, with this being the pilot project.
Everything was in place for this event in terms of the organisations involved.
The project would align with the Council’s aims of community cohesion and
ICM had a strong background of running community events.
24.5. Councillor Holmes asked about the closure of the highway and the current
position with Suffolk Highways for permission to use the Barrack Corner
location and noted that South Street had been the original location requested
for this event.
Ms Taylor commented that no path would be blocked or road closed, but the
same process had to be followed with Suffolk Highways.
24.6. The Chair highlighted that, as per options 1 and 2, any allocation of funding
would be subject to Suffolk Highways’ approval to use the proposed location.
24.7. Councillor I Lockington commented that there was likely to be lots of children at
the event and asked how they would be kept safe on the pavement as Barrack
Corner was a busy road for cars.
Ms Taylor reported that there were a lot of people involved with running the
event and that this location was often used by other organisations, e.g. Police,
NHS, with stalls on the pavement; this area was also in use when people
attended the church. Additionally, the Elim Church was on board and stalls,
activities and refreshments would be provided in the church. There were a lot
of people involved who would be able to manage the event.
24.8. Councillor I Lockington asked why the South West Area Committee had not
been approached for funding, as £4,500 was a lot of money to request from the
Central Area Committee, and whether any funding had been provided by the
businesses on Norwich Road.
Ms Taylor commented that she had not been advised to apply to 2 Area
Committees; whilst the event was open to all, most of the people involved
would come from the Westgate ward.
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24.9. Councillor Jones commented on the tight timescales and added that
involvement with schools would not be possible before the event as it was now
the school holidays. Councillor Jones questioned some of the costs, e.g. £300
for the skipping workshop, £1,000 for signage/vinyl/promotion. The original
location was South Street, but this would have meant that the car park would
be closed on a Saturday, probably the busiest day of the week for Norwich
Road businesses. The Council had recently invested £250,000 in Maple Park
and provided free i-Cards for children during the summer; £4,500 was a large
sum to request when there was only £16,000 of Central Area Committee
budget available, a lesser amount would be more appropriate.
Ms Taylor commented that the suggestion of the revised location of Barrack
Corner was a good idea and would sit with the aims of Destination Norwich
Road. The promotional banners would be reusable for many events in the
future.
24.10. County Councillor Gaylard commented that the location straddled more than
one SCC division, so the County Councillors could assist with the Suffolk
Highways process if necessary and ICM could also apply to the County
Councillors for locality funding.
24.11. Councillor Kreidewolf commented that he was supportive of the event, which
would help to address the negative comments aimed at some of the people
who live in or frequent the Norwich Road area by bringing people together as a
community.
24.12. Councillor Jones proposed that £1,000 be allocated towards the delivery of the
‘Norwich Road Carnival’, and this was agreed, subject to approval being
received from Suffolk Highways to hold the event on the proposed location.
Resolved:
that the Central Area Committee approve funding of £1,000 from the Central
Area Committee budget to Ipswich Community Media towards the delivery of
the ‘Norwich Road Carnival’, subject to approval being granted by Suffolk
Highways for the event to take place in the proposed location.
Reason: To enable the organisation to coordinate and deliver the ‘Norwich Road
Carnival’ that aimed to bring all ages and cultures together and celebrate diversity.
25.

CAC/19/07 Spending Proposal: Wellesley Road Alley Gate
25.1. The Chair reported that £1,423 was requested from the previously allocated
Alley Gate Fund for the installation of an alley gate on Wellesley Road.
25.2. Councillor Leeder reported that the Alexandra ward Councillors had received a
range of casework over a number of years relating to fly-tipping and ASB in the
alley way running behind the even-numbered houses on Tennyson Road.
When the residents were recently consulted, there was 100% support for the
installation of an alley gate on Wellesley Road at the entrance to the alleyway.
Although the proposed alley gate did not meet with the new policy, this was
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considered to be a legacy case.
25.3. Councillor Holmes questioned whether this was a legacy issue as the budget
for alley gates had been set up in January 2018 with its use subject to meeting
the criteria of the new alley gate policy.
25.4. Councillor Jones commented that the issues had been discussed with residents
long before the adoption of the new policy and the installation of the alley gate
needed the agreement of all who had access to the alleyway. Councillor Jones
asked whether the remainder of the Alley Gate Fund could be used for other
purposes. Mr Fairclough, Head of Culture and Environment, reported that the
Area Committee could consider if it wished to return the unused funding to the
main unallocated budget.
25.5. County Councillor Gaylard commented that the IBC ward Councillors had
worked hard to progress this matter on behalf of local residents.
25.6. Councillor Riley commented that, whilst she did not normally advocate the use
of alley gates, this particular case was different due to the railway line running
adjacent to the alleyway and the road being part of a route to the local school.
Resolved:
that the Central Area Committee approve funding of £1,423 from the Central
Area Committee Alley Gate Fund for the installation of an alley gate on
Wellesley Road at the entrance of the alleyway running behind the evennumbered properties on Tennyson Road.
Reason: The installation of an alley gate would reduce the instances of anti-social
behaviour in the area and improve the quality of life for residents.
26.

Chair's Update on Actions from Previous Meetings
26.1. St Stephen’s Church Lane cleansing regime:
The following update had been provided by the Council’s Waste and Cleansing
Team:
There had been an issue with access during some pavement
repairs/roadworks. The equipment required to run the pressure washer could
not be positioned close enough to allow the area to be cleaned, and
disinfectant alone had not removed the odour. This had led to complaints from
the Conservative Club.
Following up on complaints, of which many were following a committee meeting
at the Conservative Club, and once the roadworks and access restrictions were
lifted, the remedial works were completed.
Once the area was fully accessible, a full clean and disinfection of the area was
undertaken. The area now received a routine clean on Mondays and at the
weekend, and the area was sprayed with disinfectant in the mornings.
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The Conservative Club were consulted on the actions taken and they provided
positive feedback and no further issues have been raised in relation to the site.
26.2. Woodbridge Road 20mph scheme:
County Councillor Gaylard reported that the formal consultation on the Traffic
Regulation Order would take place in August/September 2019 and subject to
the responses being favourable, the scheme could potentially start next year.
Whilst the Councillor’s highways locality budget had been reduced by £4,600,
County Councillor Gaylard had managed to obtain the shortfall in funding from
other County Councillors.
26.3. St Helen’s Street Corridor/Kings Avenue improvements:
The following update had been provided by County Councillor West, who was
unable to attend:
A meeting has been arranged for 12 September 2019 where local residents
could meet with the engineers about the proposals. Local Councillors had
been informed and letters had been sent out.
27.

Community Intelligence - Verbal Update from Ward Councillors
27.1. County Councillor Gaylard reported that a report had been considered by SCC
Cabinet on 16 July 2019 about Children’s Centres in Suffolk and there would
be a public consultation on the proposals for family hubs. As part of the
proposals, the Chatterbox Children’s Centre in North Ipswich was proposed to
be closed and 2 other centres in Ipswich made into part-time family hubs, with
more emphasis on outreach work.
27.2. Councillor I Lockington reported that the Wellington Children’s Centre was not
due to close, but the proposals could affect other areas, for example, there was
no indication of how the many young families on the Ipswich Waterfront would
be able to access Children Centre services.
27.3. Councillor Gibbs announced that the former Jubilee Park had been re-opened
last Friday as ‘Maple Park’.

28.

CAC/19/08 Area Committee Budget Update
28.1. Mr Fairclough reported that at the start of the meeting the Central Area
Committee had an unallocated budget of £15,933.75 available to spend on its
priorities.
28.2. Following the financial commitment of £1,169.70 arising from the approved
funding requests, the unallocated Central Area Committee budget was now
£14,764.05.
Resolved:
that the financial statement in Appendix 1 of the report be noted.
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Reason: To provide clear and transparent details of the amount of funds available to
the Area Committee to deliver the priorities in its Action Plan.
The meeting closed at 8.43 pm

Chair
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